
You and your wealth
Investment management services for 
individuals, families, trustees, and institutions.



Individuals, families, trustees, charities and institutions come to Melville Douglas 
for a combination of our investment skills, and our thoughtful, personal 
service. Through this approach, we establish long-lasting relationships built on 
confidence, trust and a commitment to meeting individual needs.

We have a strong investment culture that brings together our experienced 
team of investment professionals. They are guided by well-defined philosophies 
and processes for managing investments within a continuously changing 
environment.

You can access our expertise through our discretionary, advisory and 
execution services as well as our range of domestic and offshore  funds. 
Regular communication with your portfolio manager means you understand 
how we are managing your money and responding to your needs promptly 
and accurately.

Over the following pages, you can find out more about the Melville Douglas 
way of protecting and growing your wealth.

Please contact us if  you would like further 
information or to arrange an initial meeting.

Melville Douglas
Gauteng:  +27 (0)11 721 7964
Durban:  +27 (0)31 374 2123
Cape Town:  +27 (0)21 670 6439
Jersey:  +44 (0) 1534 881 188

Welcome to 
Melville Douglas



Our approach to protecting and 
growing your wealth

A global player with a personal touch

Taking care of your wealth

Melville Douglas has been helping an extremely diverse and global range of clients to 
protect and grow their wealth. Our commitment to uncovering opportunities stretches 
back to 1987 when we set about building the bespoke investment approach we offer 
our clients.

Today, we continue to deliver the Melville Douglas way throughout our investment 
process. This approach is driven by fundamental research, with balanced decisions 
guided by a long-term outlook. As a result, we have delivered consistent investment 
performance.

The size and scale of our operation increased substantially in 2001 when we were 
acquired by  the Standard Bank Group. Although we remain an independent business, 
this partnership has enabled us to expand our offering both internationally and across 
the African continent with the support of Africa’s largest banking group. 

Throughout this period of growth, we have maintained a focus on meeting individual 
investment needs. To do this successfully, our portfolio managers draw on their 
substantial experience and expertise as well as our robust investment processes. They 
have the freedom to make investment decisions based on what is  most appropriate for 
each client.

Although we are strategically positioned to operate globally, our boutique approach 
ensures you will never be just a number to us.

Our investment solutions appeal to a wide range of investors, from individuals to 
institutions and their financial advisers, with investments held in various structures. 
Working together, we use our expertise and knowledge to identify investment 
opportunities across a range of investment instruments and markets and manage your 
wealth in the most appropriate way.

We are truly global investors as we seek out opportunities from around the world to 
create diversified investment solutions. We combine this global outlook with a personal 
approach to managing the individual needs of our clients.
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The Melville Douglas Way



Our people and lasting relationships

An active and global 
approach to investing

Everyone who works at Melville Douglas shares one goal – to meet the investment 
needs of our clients with skill and attention to detail. Our more than 35 years of 
exceptional investment returns and service are grounded in the principle that 
growing your wealth is more than just what we do – to us; it’s personal. 

We have the skills and experience required to capture investment opportunities 
from around the world. Investors can access our global expertise in a way that is 
most appropriate for them. We offer discretionary investment services as well as a 
range of domestic and offshore funds.

As a direct result of our flexible and personal approach, we have established long-
lasting relationships with many of our clients. Some of these date back more than 
30 years, often with several members of one family across multiple generations.

Everyone who works at Melville Douglas shares one goal – to meet the investment needs 
of our clients with skill and attention to detail. Our more than 35 years of exceptional 
investment returns and service are grounded in the principle that growing your wealth 
is more than just what we do – to us; it’s personal. 

We have the skills and experience required to capture investment opportunities from 
around the world. Investors can access our global expertise in a way that is most 
appropriate for them. We offer discretionary investment services as well as a range of 
domestic and offshore funds.

As a direct result of our flexible and personal approach, we have established long-lasting 
relationships with many of our clients. Some of these date back more than 30 years, 
often with several members of one family across multiple generations.
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/ WE MANAGE YOUR INVESTMENTS FOR YOU

Discretionary

We offer a range of discretionary portfolio management 
services to meet your needs.  Our discretionary 
portfolios are designed for investors who require 
personal wealth management within a disciplined, risk-
controlled investment management process. 

We aim to create a portfolio that suits your individual 
needs, appetite for investment risk, and any personal 
preferences. We provide two distinct discretionary 
investment styles:

Focused
Our Focused strategies are concentrated, multi-asset 
solutions that focus on high conviction investment ideas 
generated by our in-house research teams.

Diversified
Our Diversified strategies are diversified, multi-asset 
solutions blending a number of hand-picked, quality 
investment managers to offer diversification across all 
major asset classes and styles.

/ WE PROVIDE YOU WITH A RANGE OF FUNDS 
WHICH  CAN FORM PART OF YOUR MEDIUM TO 
LONG-TERM INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO. 

We manage a range of funds that offer investors a choice 
of fixed income, multi-asset and equity investments. 
Leveraging our global footprint, our investors have 
the option of investing domestically or globally. Each 
fund has a clearly defined risk profile and set of return 
objectives  underpinned by our strict investment process 
and philosophy. All the funds are actively managed by 
teams of experienced investment professionals to 
ensure that they are always appropriately positioned 
to deliver on their objectives. Investors can choose 
a single fund or opt for a blended investment to best 
meet their needs.

Funds

We have a range 
of investment 
services helping 
you invest for 
a lifetime of 
opportunities 
and challenges

Our Discretionary Portfolio 
Management service takes 
away the need for our clients 
to make time- consuming 
investment decisions. We aim 
to provide returns that dovetail 
with your risk tolerance 
and long-term investment 
objectives. 

DISCRETIONARY PORTFOLIO 
MANAGEMENT

What do we offer?

We manage a range of funds 
that offer you a choice of fixed 
income, multi-asset and equity 
investments.

OUR RANGE OF FUNDS



How we manage your investments

Attention to detail underpins everything we do as we 
seek to preserve the capital you have entrusted to 
us and deliver superior risk-adjusted returns. Our 
commitment to putting you first involves an ongoing 
focus on meeting your investment objectives with an 
appropriate level of risk.

Our well-defined investment process enables us to 
deliver sustainable, repeatable investment results. We 
believe the quality and consistency of our approach 
is more important than capturing short-term market 
movements.

We also believe that the best way to protect and grow 
your wealth over the long term is by managing diversified 
portfolios of high-quality investments in which we have 
the most conviction. What we pay for our investments 
is central to our investment thesis as this has a strong 
bearing on the final returns delivered to you.

All our portfolio managers and research analysts are 
part of the investment process. They have a robust 
understanding of the underlying investments and apply 
this knowledge to the individual portfolios that they 
manage.

/ AN EYE FOR DETAIL AND THE LONG GAME / OUR INVESTMENT PHILOSOPHY

Teamwork
Our ongoing success is built on our long 
history of attracting and developing the 
best investment talent available. We 
work together as a team in a supportive 
environment that encourages everyone to 
share their investment skills and knowledge.

Balance
We seek to strike the right balance across 
everything we do – between risk and return, 
capital growth and income. This approach 
ensures the best returns for our clients.

Research
At Melville Douglas, we rely on in-depth, in-house 
research to guide all our investment decisions. 
We prefer investments and strategies that 
exhibit predictable growth, are of high quality 
and that are led by competent management. 
Only when we thoroughly understand the drivers 
of the investment opportunity, do we decide on 
whether or not to invest in it.

Long-term Investment
Experience has taught us that taking a long-term 
view when investing allows us to look through 
the short-term noise and allows the investment 
strategies to exploit the market anomalies 
through a full business cycle. 
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Our investment process is founded on a bottom-
up approach. We identify high-quality investment 
opportunities at attractive prices, which we believe 
have the potential to deliver superior returns. 
A range of inputs informs our decisions, which 
are driven by our in-house research to reveal the 
intrinsic value of investment opportunities.

In our view, investments with no return on capital 
are purely speculative in nature and difficult to 
value accurately.

We concentrate our efforts on calculating the 
intrinsic value of any investment opportunity and 
buying only when we identify the appropriate 
margin of safety. This approach enables us to absorb 
market movements and benefit from compounded, 
long-term returns.

Melville Douglas is driven by a team of highly 
experienced investment professionals based 
in Jersey and South Africa. The team combines 
a wealth of knowledge and expertise to create, 
implement, and monitor a range of prudent 
investment strategies.

Click here to view our team. 

/ OUR INVESTMENT PROCESS

/ OUR INVESTMENT TEAM

At Melville Douglas, we rely on in-depth, in-house 
research to guide all our investment decisions. We 
prefer investments and strategies that exhibit strong 
and predictable growth, and that are led by competent 
management. 

We target predictable returns at the appropriate level of 
risk. We achieve performance by avoiding investments 
with high downside risk and low returns on capital 
through the business cycle. Only when we thoroughly 
understand the drivers of the investment opportunity do 
we decide whether or not to invest in it. 

Key components of our investment process

In-depth Research and Security Selection

Asset Allocation

Our asset allocation committee is made up of long-
standing  seasoned professionals with deep levels of 
expertise spanning the global spectrum of asset classes, 
instruments and investment techniques. 

The committee meets regularly to survey the economic 
landscape, discuss the investment environment and 
update their outlook. We avoid macroeconomic 
forecasting and establish our view on likely returns 
through valuation techniques that reflect long-term 
patterns of past performance. 

Portfolio Construction

Our portfolio construction committee builds a model 
portfolio based on our house views to provide balance 
and diversification, while at the same time reflecting 
conviction in our best investment ideas.

https://www.melvilledouglas.co.za/about-us/meet-the-team/jersey-team/


Melville Douglas 
welcomes you
The first step is to meet one of our investment 
professionals to discuss your needs.

Whether you are thinking of changing investment 
managers or are new to portfolio management 
services, we will be happy to explain what we offer 
and to provide as much detail about our company 
and our services as you need. Meetings can be 
held at one of our offices in South Africa or Jersey, 
or a location that suits you.

Important information
 
Melville Douglas is a subsidiary of Standard Bank Group Limited. Melville Douglas Investment Management (Pty) Ltd.(Reg. No. 
1987/005041/07) is an Authorised Financial Services Provider (FSP number 595).
 
This brochure provides only a summary of the products and services provided by Melville Douglas. Please read more detailed 
material relating to the specific product or service before committing. This will inform you about the risks, benefits and the full 
terms and conditions, including any restrictions, for each product or service.
 
The information and opinions stated in this document have been prepared solely for information purposes and do not create 
any liability for or obligation on Melville Douglas Investment Management (Pty) Ltd (Melville Douglas), nor does it constitute an 
offer, a solicitation of an offer, an invitation to acquire any security or investment, any advice or recommendation to conclude any 
transaction (whether on the indicative terms or otherwise) or enter into any agreement with a recipient of this document (you), and 
must not be seen as such. 
 
This document and the information in it may not be reproduced in whole or in part for any purpose without the express consent of 
Melville Douglas. All information in this document is subject to change after publication without notice. While every care has been 
taken in preparing this document, no representation, warranty or undertaking, express or implied, is given and no responsibility or 
liability is accepted by Melville Douglas as to the accuracy or completeness of the information or representations in this document. 
Melville Douglas is not liable for any claims, liability, damages (whether direct or indirect, actual or consequential), loss, penalty, 
expense or cost of any nature, which you may incur as a result of your entering into any proposed transaction/s or acting on any 
information set out in this document.

Some transactions described in this document may give rise to substantial risk and are not suitable for all investors and may not be 
suitable in jurisdictions outside the Republic of South Africa. You should contact Melville Douglas before acting on any information 
in this document, as Melville Douglas makes no representation or warranty about the suitability of a product for a particular client or 
circumstance. You should take particular care to consider the implications of entering into any transaction, including tax implications, 
either on your own or with the assistance of an investment professional and should consider having a financial needs analysis done to 
assess the appropriateness of the product, investment or structure to your particular circumstances.

Melville Douglas will only provide investment advice if specifically agreed to in appropriate documents, signed by a duly authorised 
representative of Melville Douglas. Any transaction that may be concluded pursuant to this document will be in terms of and confirmed 
by the signing of appropriate documents, on terms to be agreed between the parties.

All references to Melville Douglas include its holding company, affiliates, directors, employees or professional advisors.
 
Melville Douglas is a registered business name of Standard Bank Jersey Limited which is regulated by the Jersey Financial Services 
Commission. Registered in Jersey No 12999. Standard Bank Jersey Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary of Standard Bank Offshore 
Group Limited a company incorporated in Jersey, registered No 43694. Telephone calls may be recorded. Please refer to the 
Standard Bank Offshore Group Client Privacy Statement available from: https://international.standardbank.com/

A Representative Agreement exists between Standard Bank Jersey Limited and Melville Douglas Investment Management (Pty) 
Ltd appointing Melville Douglas Investment Management (Pty) Ltd as the sole representative for the investment management 
functions performed in South Africa.

Contact Details
For more information, please contact us.

Chris Stead
T / +44 (0)1534 881 305

Email / chris.stead@standardbank.com

James Hibbs
T / +44 (0)1534 881 324

Email / james.hibbs@standardbank.com

Jerry Mills
T / +44 (0)1534 881 485

Email / jerry.mills@standardbank.com

Gary James
T / +44 (0)1534 881 307

Email / gary.james@standardbank.com

Melville Douglas / Jersey
Address / Standard Bank House, 

47-49 La Motte Street, 
St Helier, Jersey JE2 4SZ

https://international.standardbank.com/
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